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ABC BROADCASTING STUDIO, WAGIN 
Statement by Member for Wagin 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin) [12.52 pm]:  I thank and congratulate the Australian Broadcasting Commission 
for its excellent and visionary decision to establish and locate an ABC broadcasting studio at Wagin in the heart 
of the great southern.  This modern studio, which is located in a historic old bank building in the town centre, 
was officially opened recently by the Chairman of the ABC Mr Donald McDonald, who travelled from Sydney 
for the occasion.  Broadcasts from the station will be heard from Albany to the wheatbelt and from Collie in the 
west to Lake King in the east, and will provide a huge boost for Wagin and the region.  It will inform and 
entertain people across a vast area with local news, issues and programs.  The managing director of the ABC, Mr 
Russell Balding, said that the station facilitates the ABC’s commitment to maintain contact with local 
communities.   
I also thank ABC state director Mr Jeff Duncan, the ABC local radio manager Mr Steve Altham, and local 
Albany presenter and manager Mr John Cecil for their commitment, cooperation and great drive in ensuring that 
the station came to fruition in the great southern region of Western Australia.  I also thank the Shire of Wagin 
and its people for their great support of the station.  It is terrific to see an organisation as large as the ABC 
investing and showing confidence in rural Australia, at a time when many other major organisations are 
withdrawing important facilities from country centres.  I congratulate the ABC again, and wish it and its full-
time local presenters Gemma Rafferty and Caroline Hillman every success for the future.  Local programs and 
broadcasts have been operating for some weeks and have been well received across the region.   
 


